
Kermit On Skis 
 

 Some years ago, when walking through a greeting card store, I came upon a revolting sight.  

There in the middle of a vast display of Christmas ornaments was Kermit the Frog on snow skis.  

He had a Santa hat on his little head and a bag of toys on his back.  I’m sure I stood in the aisle a 

full minute, mouth agape.  I have nothing against Kermit.  I like Kermit: he has personality, perspi-

cacity and panache.  And there’s nothing wrong with a bit of holiday whimsy: I love the old Christ-

mas movies—It’s a Wonderful Life, Miracle on 34th Street, Christmas in Connecticut, White Christ-

mas.  However, for me Christmas Kermit on snow skis crosses the line. 

 

 Beginning around this time of year well-meaning Christians—perhaps they, too, once came 

unexpectedly on Christmas Kermit—will proclaim that we need to put Christ back in Christmas.  I 

get their angst.  The ‘Christmas Season’ that now begins immediately after All Hallows’ Eve 

(Halloween) and comes to a crashing halt December 26 is, culturally, an exercise in rampant com-

mercialism, seasoned with large doses of nonsense.  (Yes, I realize the movies noted above have 

little or no connection to the essential message of Christmas).  My concern is not in changing eco-

nomic reality or Hollywood values.  Let’s focus on us, because if anyone can put Christ back in 

Christmas it is not retailers, internet entrepreneurs or media moguls; only followers of Jesus Christ 

can do it.  Here are some suggestions: 

 

1. Give an equal amount to the Church and/or helping organizations as you spend on gifts 

2. Make donations to the Church and/or helping organizations in the names of adults on your gift 

list and let them know by card (let your gift giving be to children). 

3. Worship every Sunday in Advent (December 1st–24th) unless prevented by illness or unavoida-

ble circumstance (partying late Saturday is not illness or unavoidable circumstance). 

4. Read your Bible every day in Advent; this may include praying the Daily Office (easily done 

online at missionstclare.com; there is also a helpful guide available at the parish). 

5. Volunteer at the Mustard Seed Thrift Store (at Calvary), local food bank or another helping 

agency during December. 

6. Pray each day that the Calvary family of faith may grow in holiness, numbers and witness. 

 

Let’s us put Christ back in Christmas.  I pray you enjoy a Blessed Advent and Holy Christmas. 

 

Fr. Richard 

 

 



The Rev. Canon Frank Logue elected 

XI Bishop of Georgia 

 

In case you didn’t received the 

email sent out November 15, 

The Rev. Canon Frank Logue, 

assistant to Bishop Scott Ben-

hase, was elected to be our 

next Bishop at Diocesan Con-

vention on November 15.  

Canon Logue was elected on the first ballot, re-

ceiving approximately two-thirds of the clergy 

vote and about 60% of the lay delegate votes.  

Bishop-elect Logue will be consecrated the Elev-

enth Bishop of Georgia on Saturday, May 30, 2020 

at the Johnny Mercer Theater in Savannah; The 

Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the 

Episcopal Church, will preside.  Everyone in the 

Diocese of Georgia is invited to attend. 

Taking on the Tough Questions  

“Taking on the Tough Questions,” a section of ser-

mons by our Bishop Elect, the Rev. Frank Logue, 

(from his book Peace, Peace, Finding Peace in a 

Frenetic World) will be the focus of our Adult 

Christian Education classes on the seven Sunday 

mornings during the season of Epiphany: January 

12th - February 23rd, 2020, meeting at 9:15am-

10:15am. Deacon Geri will facilitate our discus-

sions as we encounter the questions of: “Why 

Does God Allow Suffering?”; “What Happens 

When We Die, Really?”;  “How Much Sin is Too 

Much to Forgive?”;  “Persistent Prayer and the 

Silence of God”;  “God Shows No Partiality, Can 

Other Religions be True?”;   “What About Science 

and Religion, Which is Right?”;  “Can We Get 

Mad at God?” In these sermons, we will explore 

the intersection between God’s story and the life 

we live within our own stories. This class is 

offered to anyone in our parish, from teenagers to 

those who are slightly “older,” and who are will-

ing to share their wisdom as we explore these 

questions together.” 
 

Ladies Book Group December 

 The  Book Group will meet at the home of 

Elise Miller, 133 Taylor Street, on December 12, 6 

PM.  There is no assigned book.  Each lady who 

plans to attend should bring either a "savory" ap-

petizer or a "sweet" that can be eaten with fingers 

or toothpicks.    All plates, napkins, cups, tea, wa-

ter and ice will be provided.   Dress is "festive"- 

according to your taste.  If you consider your 

Christmas pj's, ugly sweater or cocktail dress 

"festive" holiday attire, then wear it.  If you have 

any questions, contact Elise at 229-938-6206.  

Thanksgiving Luncheon 

As we collect our Time and Talent cards for our 

Stewardship Campaign, we'd like to GIVE 

THANKS for all God's gifts, especially one anoth-

er!  Calvary will supply fried and baked chicken 

and dressing for a luncheon December 

8th.  Please bring a side dish or dessert and plan to 

stay after church to celebrate all that we have, all 

that we can give, and all that we mean to each oth-

er. 

Adult Christian Education  
 

 On the Sundays of Advent, Fr. Richard will 

lead the adult class in a study of the narratives 

of Jesus’ birth in Matthew’s and Luke’s Gos-

pels.  The class begins promptly at 9:15am in 

the Library and concludes at 10:15am (in time 

to allow prayerful preparation for worship).  

The dates are—December 1, 8, 15 and 22.  See 

you there. 



The Life of a Deacon 
  

 “I have been living with Jesus for a while now. My symptoms are an incredible, growing love for all 

people who have been pushed out into the margins; an overwhelming love for people on the borders of 

countries and communities; a love for people like myself who ARE the borders, between acceptable and out-

cast; and a love of those who would reach out and touch the fabric of Jesus’ clothes, bold enough to seek 

healing even though they were thrown away by their families and communities. The effects of Jesus also in-

clude a strange compulsion to get to know the people I’m afraid of: the comfortable, the respectable, those 

invested in the status quo. I have tried staying in bed. I have tried staying long hours at work. I have tried 

shopping and I have tried special diets and I have tried various herbal and pharmaceutical treatments but 

Jesus just will not go away. 

 He has led me to a place I had absolutely no intention of ever setting foot in: the Episcopal Church. 

And he has led me right into the middle of this thing called “diakonia,” serving God in serving others. He 

has introduced me to the order of deacons, ordained to bring the church within the walls and the church 

outside of the walls together. He has compelled me to embark on a crazy journey toward ordination, toward 

embodying the kind of love and service he taught us. 

 I can’t say I’m universally pleased with this turn of events. Living with Jesus can be tough. I’m up at 

all hours. I’m constantly doing things that terrify me. But Jesus finds me at the crossroads between all the 

things that make me feel cut off from God and cut out of relationships. Jesus shows up where all of the vio-

lence I have experienced has damaged me and all the love I have experienced has held me. Jesus saves me 

from the certainty that all is lost and replaces it with the certainty that no one, none of us, is ever lost. 

 The first thing I was told to do when I expressed that I felt I might be called to be ordained a deacon 

was read the section in the Book of Common Prayer (the book that shapes our piety and practice) on ordina-

tion. Not just ordination of a deacon, but ordination of a deacon, a priest, and a bishop. The idea was that I 

would get a sense of the different ordained roles in the church and how I might fit into that. I think it was 

also meant to impress upon me the seriousness of what I was suggesting. When you read the ordination 

rites you can’t escape the fact that these are vows. This isn’t the signing of a contract, this is pledging a life-

time commitment. You also do get a clear picture of the orders: bishops coordinate the diocese and adminis-

ter sacraments, priests shepherd the flock and administer the sacraments, deacons assist in the sacraments 

and connect the church with the world outside and serve “the least of these.” 

In the consecration the Bishop says: 

 

Make her/him/them, O Lord, modest and humble, strong and constant, to observe the discipline of Christ. Let her/his/

their life and teaching so reflect your commandments, that through her many may come to know you and love you. As 

your Son came not to be served but to serve, may this deacon share in Christ’s service, and come to the unending glory 

of her who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, forever and ever. 

 

  I knew when I first read the Ordination of a Deacon in the Book of Common Prayer that I felt called 

to be one. I felt like my name was written all over the pages. I also felt a growing sense of apprehension that 

Jesus was walking me into something much bigger and more difficult than I had been imagining. In the rite 

the ordinand is asked: 

 

My sister/brother/sibling, every Christian is called to follow Jesus Christ, serving God the Father, through the power of 

the Holy Spirit. God now calls you to a special ministry of servanthood directly under your bishop. In the name of Jesus 

Christ, you are to serve all people, particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely. 

  



 As a deacon in the Church, you are to study the Holy Scriptures, to seek nourishment from them, 

and to model your life upon them. You are to make Christ and his redemptive love known, by your word 

and example, to those among whom you live, and work, and worship. You are to interpret to the Church the 

needs, concerns, and hopes of the world. You are to assist the bishop and priests in public worship and in 

the ministration of God’s Word and Sacraments, and you are to carry out other duties assigned to you from 

time to time. At all times, your life and teaching are to show Christ’s people that in serving the helpless they 

are serving Christ himself. 

 “My sister/brother/sibling, do you believe that you are truly called by God and his Church to the life and work of a dea-

con?” 

  I hope to have the opportunity to answer “yes.” The deacons I have met along this journey have kept 

me inspired – with their ministries, their humor, and their love of Christ. They have a variety of approaches 

and perspectives. Their stories are divergent and singular. They are each unique and yet united in their call. 

I see deacons taking a critical role in widening the sphere of the church so that there is more and more room 

in it. I see deacons working toward a day when there is no “in” the church and “out” of the church, there’s 

just the all-powerful presence of God, everywhere. The buildings are beautiful, but church does not depend 

on the buildings. Our congregations are loving communities, but the Body of Christ extends far beyond 

them. Making church, to me, looks like working for justice and peace for all people. And that’s what deacons 

are here to facilitate, bringing all the baptized into the project. It is holy work, and it is work without which 

the church is not going to survive. 

 In a time when the church is keenly aware of the need to be relevant to the world today, the order of 

deacons is here to provide a model for how we might do that. Deacons are all over the Episcopal Church, 

proclaiming the Gospel, working with youth, building bicycles for folks that don’t have transportation, or-

ganizing food ministries and protests. Deacons are advocates, motivators, and innovators. They invite the 

homeless people on the corner inside. They preach truths that can be inconvenient. At every service, they 

send the people out into the world to serve the Lord. 

  There is no church separate from the world. There are no people who deserve membership and peo-

ple who do not. Every church that dismisses the poor from the doorstep so they won’t disturb worship has 

entirely missed the point of Jesus’ message. And we need people to remind us of that. Church is beautiful. 

The stained glass paints the walls, the music floats, your friends are at the table with you at coffee hour. Who 

wouldn’t want to stay there? In some ways, I do too. But Jesus did not show up here on earth or in my life to 

make anyone comfortable. 

 Two books that give great context for conversations about deacons and the diaconate are 

“Unexpected Consequences: The Diaconate Renewed” by Suzanne Watson Epting and “Many Servants: an 

Introduction to Deacons.” by Ormonde Plater. The role of a deacon has two-thousand years of history, but in 

other ways it is changing and transforming today. Pretty much everyone in Western culture knows what a 

priest is, even if they have very little familiarity with Christianity. A lot of people don’t have a clue what a 

deacon is, even within the Episcopal Church. If you ask everyone in the pews on a Sunday what a deacon is, 

you’ll get a variety of different answers. Plenty of people are only familiar with “transitional” deacons, and 

think all deacons go on to become priests. The invisibility of deacons, and the confusion about what they do, 

limits the growth of the order, and the growth of the church which it is their task to widen. 

 I want more people to know about the transformative work of deacons. In this series of interviews I 

will share an exploration of the variety of ways the diaconate expresses itself in the Episcopal Church. I have 

had the privilege of interviewing deacons from around the country (and Cuba!) as well as our Presiding 

Bishop about their thoughts on the diaconate. What they told me has inspired me as I continue on my own 

journey, and I hope will inspire you on yours. Who knows, maybe the spirit is calling you as well! 

 

 (Dani Gabriel is a poet, writer, and teacher. Dani is a Candidate for the Diaconate in the Episcopal Diocese of Califor-

nia, aspiring to ordination and service in the church and community.) 



Sonnet by Carey Woolf Wooten 

“A Great Thanksgiving” 

The season’s barren earth and limb belie 

The warmth and bounty of this gathering. 

Like the warmth of air and the azure sky, 

Blossoms unaware of seasons ending 

Dress our banquet and deceive its guests. 

As meat and meal and brackish brines do please,  

So glazed and sweet creamed comforts do profess 

This communion, repast, autumn reprieve: 

A feast of family, feast of harvest, 

Connected by blood and love and loss, 

Frayed, sometimes, by fear or pride or jest, 

But ever tied by duty, will, the cross. 

Here, we remember where we did begin, 

And live to love, to die, to live again. 

Veteran’s Appreciation Dinner 

The Veteran’s dinner was a success! A special 

thank you to Lane Tyson and the Calvary Men’s 

club and to the volunteers, who helped make this 

event possible. We also want to thank all the vet-

erans that attended for their great service to our 

country.  

Congratulations Confirmands 

Our delegation at Diocesan Convention in State-

boro:  Deacon Dianne, Joni Woolf, Carey Wooten 

(attending as a member of the Diocesan Standing 

Committee), Lee Kinnamon, Fr. Richard, Deacon 

Geri.  “They done good!” 

Albany Beer and Hymns 
 

Fr. Richard and Deacon Geri will again be part of the band for Albany Beer and Hymns, Monday, Novem-

ber 25, 6:30pm, at Pretoria Fields, 120 Pine Avenue, downtown Albany.  Fr. Richard and Deacon Geri recent-

ly held an open meeting at the rectory to gauge interest in attempting a Beer and Hymns in Americus.  Over 

a dozen people from Calvary expressed interest and support of the idea.  Watch for further developments.  

Why Beer and Hymns (you may ask)?  This is a way of taking the Good News of God in Jesus Christ to those 

who may not otherwise darken the door of a church; an effort to meet people where they are; a time to enjoy 

fellowship in a relaxed atmosphere; an opportunity to sing old-time Gospel, contemporary renewal music, 

some standard folk songs and traditional hymns.  It’s a good time! 



Calvary Episcopal Church 

October 15, 2019 Vestry Meeting 

 

Present:  Fr. Richard Nelson, Rickey Duke, Tami Duke, Raye Holt, Bardin Hooks, Lee Kinnamon, Elizabeth 

Kuipers, Cheryle McCrary, & Elise Miller 

Fr. Nelson opened the meeting with prayer. 

I.  Minutes from September meeting were approved as submitted. 

 

II.  Priest in Charge Report – Fr. Nelson requested prayers for upcoming Cursillo.  Geri Nelson and Car

 ey Wooten are coordinating volunteers for the Bishop Walk-About (10/25).    Service time for Bishop 

 Benhase’s visit (10/27) will change to 10:00 with no adult education class.   

 

III.  Renovation Committee will meet after church on 11/3. 

 

IV.   Finance Committee (Fr. Nelson, Elizabeth Kuipers, Elise Miller, Tami Duke, & Donna Becton) will 

meet 11/5 at 5:00 

V.  Stewardship Committee (Lee Kinnamon & Bardin Hooks) will meet 10/21 at 4:30. Non-vestry mem-

 bers will also be asked to serve.  Elise Miller volunteered to compile the time and talent information, 

 after pledge cards are submitted.   

 

VI. Old Business 

 Approved up to $300 for additional shelving for Mustard Seed hall (motion Elise Miller; second 

Lee Kinnamon) 

 Motion tabled at September meeting to donate $10,000 to Honey Creek towards retiring debt to 

honor Bishop Benhase on his retirement was approved.   

 Evangel changes -  for financial and environmental reasons, will be published 6 times a year and 

will be delivered electronically (with paper copies available at church and mailed to those who 

request).   

 

VII. New Business – Information on any upcoming events need to be shared with Thomas Kinnamon 

who has graciously volunteered to work on Calvary’s social media matters (Facebook & Instagram).  

 

VIII. Financial Report – approved as presented by Tami. 

Fr. Richard thanked vestry members for their service and closed the meeting with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Beth Fowler 



 December 2019 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

1 

 

9:15 AM 

Adult  

Discussion Group  

10:30 AM 

Rite II 

Holy Eucharist w/

children’s church  

2 

 

6:15 PM  

Intermediate 

Yoga  

 

5:30 PM 

EfM @ Rectory  

3 

 

4:30 PM 

Beginning 

Yoga  

4 

 

6:00 PM 

Rite II Holy Eu-

charist 

6:30 PM 

Body & Soul  

5 

 

4:30 PM 

Beginning 

Yoga  

6:15 PM  

Intermediate  

Yoga  

6 7 

 

9:00 AM 

Intermediate 

Yoga 

8 

 

9:15 AM 

Adult  

Discussion Group  

10:30 AM 

Rite II 

Holy Eucharist w/

children’s church  

Parish  

Luncheon 

9 

 

6:15 PM  

Intermediate 

Yoga  

 

5:30 PM 

EfM @ Rectory  

10 

 

4:30 PM 

Beginning 

Yoga  

11 12 

 

4:30 PM 

Beginning 

Yoga  

6:15 PM  

Intermediate  

Yoga  

13 14 

 

9:00 AM 

Altar Guild 

Workday 

 

15 

 

9:15 AM 

Adult  

Discussion Group  

10:30 AM 

Rite II 

Holy Eucharist w/

children’s church  

16 

 

5:30 PM 

EfM @ Rectory  

 

6:00 PM 

Men’s Club 

Boar’s Head 

Organizational 

meeting 

17 

 

4:30 PM 

Beginning 

Yoga  

 

6:00 PM  

Vestry  

18 

 

6:00 PM 

Rite II Holy Eu-

charist 

6:30 PM 

Body & Soul  

19 

 

4:30 PM 

Beginning 

Yoga  

6:15 PM  

Intermediate  

Yoga  

20 21 

 

9:00 AM 

Intermediate 

Yoga 

22 

 

9:15 AM 

Adult  

Discussion Group  

10:30 AM 

Rite II 

Holy Eucharist w/

children’s church  

23 24 

 

5:30 PM 

Rite II Holy  

Eucharist 

10:30 PM 

Choral Concert 

11:00 PM 

Rite II Holy 

Eucharist  with 

incense 

25 

 

CHRISTMAS 

DAY 

10:00 am 

Holy Eucharist 

 

26 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

27 28 

29 

 

9:15 AM 

Adult  

Discussion Group  

10:30 AM 

Rite II 

Holy Eucharist  

w/children’s 

church  

30 31 

 

NEW YEAR’S 

EVE 

 

    



Server Schedule December 2019 

If you or your child are unable to serve on the assigned day, please make arrangements for someone to 

take your place.  A list of alternates is available in the office. 

 

Please call the church office if you are available to serve Christmas Eve.   

We need a full roster for 5:30 PM and 11:00 PM. 

DATE December 1 December 8 December 15 December 22 December 29 

Crucifer Andy Kuipers Emily Farr Maddie Crisp Matthew Kuipers Andy Kuipers 

Acolytes Harper Kate Clenney 

Paige Drinnon 

Matthew Kuipers 

Addie Drinnon 

John Henry Crisp 

Charlie Crisp 

Georgia Perry 

Addie Drinnon 

Harper Kate Clenney 

Paige Drinnon 

Altar Guild Elise Miller 

Lydia Rogers 

Elayne Whitten 

Jerry Crisp 

Allyson Drinnon 

Tami Duke 

Beth Fowler 

Raye Holt 

Anne Isbell 

Cheryle McCrary 

Flower Guild Terry Holland Abbie Dillard Lucy Parsons Lucy Perry Jana Teaford 

Lector Joni Woolf Ross Chambliss Charlotte Chambliss Ralph Cornwell Henry Crisp 

Eucharistic  

Minister 

Ross Chambliss Bardin Hooks Karen Kinnamon Elizabeth Kuipers Sandy Sudduth 

Oblations Sandy Sudduth 

Raye Holt 

Ross & Charlotte 

Chambliss 

Amelia Cohen 

Joni Woolf 

Millie Cohen 

Abbie Dillard 

Ricky & Tami 

Duke 

Ushers/ 

Greeters 

Sam Peavy 

Steve Drinnon 

Mark Barrett 

Bobby McCrary  

Marlee Harper 

Henry Teaford 

Mark Barrett 

Henry Teaford 

Ricky Duke 

Marlee Harper 

Vestry Person 

of the Day 

Ricky Duke Raye Holt Bardin Hooks Lee Kinnamon Cheryle McCrary 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

The Flower Guild will 

again decorate for our 

Christmas Eve services.  A 

donation of $20 is suggest-

ed to purchase a poinsettia 

in memory or honor of a 

loved one.   

December Birthdays 

3)  Ralph Cornwell 

5)  Lynn Marchant 

9)  Richard Nettum 

      Dylan Lopez 

      Jennie Pennington 

10) Kitten Carter 

16) Prissy Cornwell 

18) Charlie Crisp 

19) Abbie Farr 

30) David Becton 

Anniversaries 

16) John Michael &  

                  Kelly Rowe 

17) Lynn & Rod Marchant 

 

 

 


