
 

21 June 2020, The Third Sunday after Pentecost: Matthew 10:24-39 (Proper 7)   
It is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master.  

 Of all the statements in today’s Gospel this is surely the most stark and radical.  If you are like me, though, 

these are not the words that caused the most anxiety.  What about being persecuted, hounded, afraid?  Three 

times Jesus calls for fearlessness, which surely means there is much to fear.  He says we will be hated, must not 

love family more, indeed that family maybe one’s greatest enemy.  Jesus said He brought a sword, take up your 

cross, lose your life.  Our heads spin, we can so easily pick and choose what we want to hear, or rationalize, or 

just give up and ignore the whole teaching. 

 The enemy of our souls is happy when we are full of arcane questions, consumed with anxiety, or just give 

up.  Obviously, self-obsession, weariness and resentment do not help us.  He calls us to be like Him.  Here is 

life simpler than anything we might conceive.  Everything depends on this: wanting to be like Jesus.  It is 

pointless to think about the specifics of life until we decide who we aspire to be. 

 Those who only want advice for living may find it in the Bible and in the Church’s Tradition, but such 

advice will never satisfy because that is not why we are given Scripture and the Church.  If someone wants self-

justification, self-righteousness, or reasons to resent God—there is nothing to stop you; but your life will be 

profoundly unhappy.  If you want to be the center of your own universe, have at it; but you will dwell in a 

cramped, selfish, and lonely your universe.  Fear, ignorance, timidity, self-centeredness, being double-minded 

and hearted, and cowardice are signs of self-idolatry.  Why should Jesus soften His words about such things? 

 It is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master.  ‘It is enough…’ an ironical 

way of expressing fulfillment; being like the Teacher, the Master, fulfills Jesus invitation, Follow me.  Do not 

be diverted with pointless questions about your ability to be like Jesus—such ability is quite limited.  Do not 

wonder what ‘being like Jesus’ looks like or what happens when you are not following closely—your life in 

Jesus will be more than you can imagine and you will fail; but failure is immaterial so long as your yearning for 

Him remains.  Fear nothing, because as you abide in him and he in you nothing will harm you to eternity. 

 How do we become like Jesus?  The more we offer ourselves to Him freely, humbly and often, the more we 

become like Him because Jesus is not only the One to whom we aspire, He is the One who changes us into what 

He is.  The more we rely on our wisdom and strength the worse it goes.  The more we give ourselves to Jesus 

for conversion, the more He transforms us. 

 There are tried and true ways for such self-oblation.  First, pray using a form of prayer that includes praying 

Psalms and other Scripture, overt acts of worship, intercession for others, petitions for oneself and the conscious 

offering of oneself to God.  Offer such prayer morning and evening.  Our best resource is the Book of Common 

Prayer.  A handy source for Morning and Evening Prayer is online: missionstclare.com provides everything you 

need in an easy-to-follow format.  There are other resources; use what works to offer yourself to Jesus. 

 Second, join in corporate worship.  In worship, especially the Eucharist, we make real our thanksgiving for 

salvation in Christ, we gather ready to receive the Holy Spirit, and we anticipate the soon-to-be consummation 

of God’s Kingdom.  That is, worship centers our individual and corporate lives in the reality of Jesus’ death, 

Resurrection and coming again.  This is admittedly a challenge during the COVID-19 crisis, but it is possible, 

especially online and through other means. 

 Pray, worship and third: act in sacrificial charity toward others.  As we serve others, we minister for and in 

Christ.  In serving we mystically extend Christ’s love for all into the lives of men and women, in specific 

situations.  We put our souls’ desire to be like Jesus into concrete action. 

 Without such a solid foundation of putting our yearning to be as Christ into the specific actions of prayer, 

worship and sacrificial giving our discipleship will be disconnected episodes, not a way of living.  Through 

active discipleship we will be taught to order our passions: we will love family in Christ, not instead of Christ; 

we will put down self-obsession and gain our Life in Him; we will be effective witnesses.  Even when the 

specter of fear rises we will not be afraid.  I pray such a life is enough for you, and me.  Amen. 


