
August—Finally! 

 This fall at Calvary will be especially full and exciting.  We not only start our normal fall schedule we 

do so after 18 months of Covid-19 restrictions.  We are almost back to normal—more on that in a bit.  There 

will be a lot happening and a lot that needs to happen.  One small change to the schedule is that I will be re-

turning to my duties early.  I will be ‘back in the saddle’ on August 1, not August 15 as originally mapped 

out.  I will take two weeks later in the year.  Both Geri and I are anxious to get back to you all.  We have 

missed our parish family.  Special thanks to Fr. Jim Bullion, Rev Tar Drazdowski, Lee Kinnamon, Carey 

Wooten, Joni Woolf—and an extra special “THANK YOU” to Deacon Dianne Hall.  Thanks to all who led 

worship in our absence. 

 Soon much will be as it was.  On Sunday, August 1, we will again benefit from the ministry of our 

Vergers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, and Acolytes.  Processions will be as normal.  We will again sing not only 

hymns but the Psalm, Gloria, and Sanctus.  Our choir will be back ‘in harness (?!).’  The Font will again hold 

Holy Water and Offering Plates will be passed among the congregation.  I trust all of this is welcomed news.  

However, we all need to continue practicing good social hygiene, especially in the areas of hand washing, 

appropriate distancing, and staying home if feeling ill.  One of the remarkable side-effects of the Covid-19 

restrictions is that the incidents of ‘regular’ flu and winter colds dropped dramatically.  I think there is a 

broader lesson here. 

 There has been some concerned expressed—among Diocesan clergy and lay leaders throughout the 

Diocese—that people have gotten so used to and comfortable with staying home on Sunday mornings that 

post-Covid attendance will be markedly decreased.  While I understand the concern, I really have not given 

this issue much thought, which surprises me since I am a worrier by nature.  Likely my lack of concern in-

volves my own fervent desire to be with you.  Every Sunday morning my heart has ached to be at Calvary, 

and perhaps I unconsciously assume everyone shares my longing.  I trust that our attendance will get back to 

‘normal’ sooner or later.  Afterall, we have been through so much in the last 9 years and have remained faith-

ful and committed.  A little Covid-19 can hardly derail such commitment and dedication!  Therefore, what 

follows is simply a few reminders of what we already know and practice: 

• To grow in Christ, we need each other.  This is explicit and implicit in the New Testament.  He-

brews 10:24-25a: And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not ne-

glecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another….  The Church is 

not a flower shop where we go to pick and choose what appeals, but a garden in which we are 

planted, to grow up into …maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ (Ephesians 4:13).  

We grow in love by practicing love with one another and carrying that love into the world. 

• As the above-sited passage from Hebrews testifies, we can find encouragement for our faith jour-

neys.  Yes, the Church can be exasperating and challenging.  What body of human beings isn’t?  

Yet in the Church we also find people who embody the faith in ways that are examples of what 

lived faith looks like and prompt us further along our journey. 
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• It is called “Eucharist,” a Greek word meaning 

‘thanksgiving.’  We come together to give 

thanks and such thanksgiving is expressed in 

myriad ways in our worship, from beginning to 

end.  An individual can (and should) be thank-

ful to God ‘on their own,’ but there is a wonder-

ful power and inspiration in corporate thanks.  I 

have come to believe that gratitude is a ‘go to’ 

antidote for most of what ails me; corporate 

thanksgiving is a super-booster shot for spiritu-

al and emotional health (and this from an off-the

-scale introvert!). 

• Lastly, for now—this is not an exhaustive list—

corporate worship is always intercessory in na-

ture.  Intercession is one of our chief undertak-

ings.  We often think of intercession as praying 

for the needs of others, and that is part of it.  Yet 

intercession is broader and deeper.  An interces-

sor ‘acts on behalf of, stands in the place of.’  

When we gather for worship, we do not simply 

come for ourselves.  In corporate worship we 

kneel where the whole world should be kneel-

ing, before the Throne of Grace, in repentance, 

in hope and expectation to receive God’s loving-

kindness.  You have surely noticed that at wor-

ship we never pray just for ourselves and the 

needs of others we are aware of personally.  We 

pray for the world and the Church Universal.  

So, the next odd Sunday you don’t feel like com-

ing to Church, get your carcass out of bed, put 

on some cloths (I don’t care which ones), get 

yourself to Calvary and spiritually bring some-

one with you.  There is someone you know who 

does not know the love of God in Jesus Christ, 

who has given up on God and/or themselves, 

who is spiritually incapacitated by anger or 

grief, doubt or despair.  Stand before God on 

their behalf.  Pray, sing, kneel, recite, listen in 

their stead.  Hold out your hands to receive the 

precious Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ because they cannot or will not do it for 

themselves.  Be an intercessor, in imitation of 

Jesus who came not for himself but for our sakes 

and the sake of the whole world. 

I look forward with expectant joy to seeing you all 

August 1. 

 

In Christ, 

Fr Richard 

First Sunday Celebration! 

Beginning August 1, we will have a luncheon 

immediately following the service the first Sunday 

of every month (In September the lunch will be on 

September 12 because of the Labor Day Weekend).  

The parish will provide a main dish; parishioners 

are asked to bring a side dish or dessert.  We need 

a crew to set up and clean up each month.  To vol-

unteer, call the Church Office or sign up in the Nar-

thex (entryway) of the Church. 

Online GIVE-ing 

 

You can make donations, including pledge dona-

tions, to the parish online.  Here’s how:  Go to 

www.calvaryepiscopalamericus.org and click on 

the “GIVE” button in the menu.  Follow the direc-

tions from there.   



The next Diocesan Cursillo Weekend Retreat 

is scheduled for October 21-24, 2021 at Honey 

Creek Conference Center near Brunswick.  

Scholarships are available through the parish to 

assist in the cost. 

 To find out more about Cursillo, go to 

cursillo.georgiaepiscopal.org or speak with Fr. 

Richard, Deacon Dianne, or Deacon Geri.  If 

you watch the video on the Diocesan Cursillo 

website you may notice a dashing priest and 

beautiful blonde deacon!  The BEST way to find 

out about Cursillo is to come to the Friday 

morning Reunion Group.  See you there! 

Calling all singers! 

“I will sing to the Lord all my life; I 

will sing praise to my God as long 

as I live” (Psalm 104:33). 

Hallelujah! The Choir will return to 

singing in the 10:00 worship service starting Sun-

day, August 1. Whether you have sung in the Choir 

before or not, all are welcome to join us. We meet at 

9:15 prior to the 10:00 service and most Sundays 

after church for a brief rehearsal. (Don’t worry, 

you’ll still get home in time for Sunday lunch!) 

Contact our Choir Director, Julie Megginson 

(juliemegginson@yahoo.com) if you have any ques-

tions. 

Sunday Adult Forum 

We will resume 

our Sunday Adult Fo-

rum on September 12, 

meeting each Sunday 

at 9:00am in the Library (off the Parish Hall).  

Fr Richard and/or Deacon Geri will lead the 

weekly discussions.  We will begin with a sev-

eral week study of the Psalms, focusing espe-

cially on the Psalm for each Sunday.  Everyone 

16 years and older is invited. 

Calvary In Community 
 

Later in August we will resume our weekly ra-

dio program on WISK 98.7 FM with the original 

format of Scripture reading and homily, fol-

lowed by an interview with someone in the 

community making a positive difference.  The 

broadcast will also be accessible through the 

radio station’s website, americusradio.com.  

Start date and time will be announced present-

ly. 

Altar Guild 

Members of the Calvary Episcopal Church Altar 

Guild continued to serve throughout the pandemic, 

under constantly changing conditions, to ensure 

that preparations for service were in place – no 

matter where the altar was!  Special thanks to Lydia 

Rogers, Beth Fowler, Elayne Whitten, Elise Miller, 

Jerry Crisp, Tami Duke, Beth Lane, Cheryle 

McCrary, Anne Isbell and Abbie Dillard for being 

dedicated members of this important ministry.  The 

Altar Guild is a “quiet” ministry – members work 

behind the scenes to prepare the altar each week 

and maintaining the church linens, candles, and 

brass and silver are polished.   If you are interested 

in learning more please contact Allyson Drinnon at 

allysondrinnon@hotmail.com.  

mailto:allysondrinnon@hotmail.com


Americus Beer and Hymns: August 19 restart!!! 

 
“All of the hard days are gone…”  This is the song we sing first at Beer and Hymns, and it will 

have special poignancy as we begin again with the monthly, third Thursday gatherings at Pat’s 

Place.  It has been a long 18 months with many ups, downs, and uncertainty.  It seems at least the 

Covid hard days are mostly behind us.  Thanks be to God. 

The Beer and Hymns Band—Low Flying Angels—

are hard at work at their lively and raucous re-

hearsals; they look forward to leading us in an 

evening of old-time hymn singing, renewal music, 

a few old standards, and more than a little exuber-

ance. 

The reasons for Beer and Hymns are these: to take 

the Good News of Jesus Christ into the world, en-

gaging with people where they are; to draw Chris-

tians and non-Christians from many denomina-

tions and those unaffiliated with any faith community to celebrate God’s love; to sing old and new 

songs of faith that may not be part of normal Sunday worship; to make a joyful noise to the Lord 

and enjoy one another’s company.  Beer and Hymns can also be a great way to share Christ’s love 

with those who do not have a church or who are ‘turned off’ by institutional religion. 

So, come along, because “…singing seems to help a troubled soul…”  Americus Beer and Hymns 

at Pat’s Place, 1526 S. Lee Street, Americus; Thursday, August 19; singing begins at 6:30pm. 

NOTE: We are keenly aware that some do not, some should not consume alcoholic beverages.  

No one is expected to engage in behavior detrimental to their well-being or principles.  We support 

those who for moral or health reasons abstain from alcohol—including one of our band members.  

Soft drinks and other non-alcoholic beverages are available at the venue. 

Wednesday Evening Service 

       and Suppers 
 

We will resume 1st and 3rd Wednesday even-

ing celebrations of the Holy Eucharist followed 

by a simple supper and Bible Study on Septem-

ber 1 (Labor Day is celebrated this year on Sept 

6).  The service begins at 6:00pm with the sup-

per/Bible study following.  To volunteer to han-

dle supper preparations, there is a sign-up in 

the Narthex (entryway) of the Church.  Supper 

fare should be simple and nutritious. 

Parish Phone Tree 

    A special ‘thank you’ to Charlotte Chambliss 

who coordinates this ministry and all who so 

faithfully pray for the needs of others.   

    Our parish phone tree has been helpful and 

needed during the Covid crisis, and very much 

appreciated.  Let’s carry on. 



Calvary’s Online Ministry 

We are approaching 900 people who ‘follow’ Calvary’s Facebook 

page and automatically receive notification of our offerings.  Before 

Covid about 100 followed us on Facebook.  Our Sunday morning wor-

ship has been livestreamed for many months.  Thanks to Sr. Warden, Sam Peavy, we are gathering 

information and equipment to make our recordings better.  In August, date to be determined, Fr. 

Richard will resume the Wednesday noon meditations.  Because of our dedicated core of officiants, 

Compline continues to be offered every evening at 8:30pm.  Fr. Richard would very much appreci-

ate more Compline officiants—any lay person can lead Compline.  Tuesday and Friday evenings are 

available.  Be in touch with him if you have questions and wish to volunteer.  All you need is an 

iPhone, or equivalent, and willingness. 

Daily Prayer Online 

For those who wish to pray the Daily (Prayer) Offices from the Book of Common Prayer, there 

are numbers of good online resources that provide everything needed with a couple of clicks.  

Check out: ForwardMovement.org; go to Forward Day by Day tab, go to Daily Prayer Anytime tab; 

select the prayer office.  Or check out: MissionStClare.com; go to ‘Morning and Evening Prayer;’ 

click on the icon. 

Mustard Seed Thrift Store Christmas In July Yard Sale 

 

Saturday, July 24 

9am—1pm 

133 Brannan Avenue 

 

Decorations     *     Trees     *     Gifts 
 

WATCH FOR MUSTARD SEED 

THRIFT STORE 

RE-OPENING SOON 


