
Please DON’T give ‘til it hurts!  GIVE ‘TIL YOU’RE JOY-FILLED! 

  

“Give ‘til it hurts!”  I assume this is supposed to mean we are to give until we experience real hardship in our 

lives.  This strikes me as a terrible, un-Biblical theology of stewardship.  The message of Jesus in the Gospels 

and Paul (and others) in the Epistles is 180 degrees different: Give until you are filled, give until you know 

joy, give because that to which you give is more important and worthy than one’s own solitary desires.  Give 

in response and proportion to all that God has given you. 

We know from the Bible that God is the super abundant Giver of all that is.  We see Jesus in the Gospels give 

healing, restoration, hope, and new life.  We see in Acts and the Epistles glimpses of the earliest Church in 

which Christians gave freely for the mission of the Church and the welfare of others (cf. Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37, 

etc., and below). 

Sometimes I look around Calvary and think of all the people who have worshiped, prayed, worked, and giv-

en of their time, talent, and treasure for our parish.  There have been thousands of generous gifts since the 

parish’s founding in 1864, during a time of almost inconceivable anxiety and strife.  Calvary has persevered 

through wars, plagues, natural disasters, social change, schism, and so much more in our 158-year history.  

Two realities have made the difference: God’s grace and the peoples’ generosity. 

Jesus said: Give and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 

will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back (Luke 6:18).  Paul wrote: 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully.  Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under com-

pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:6-7). 

Is not God’s economy marvelous?  Our generous giving frees us to receive yet more; indeed, …far more than 

all we can ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20).  We are under no compulsion—our gifts flow out of hearts grate-

ful for God’s abundance; our support of God’s ministry and mission at Calvary are sacramental expressions 

of our joy in the Lord, whereby we are made ready to receive yet more joy. 

You should have received a Stewardship Letter written by Lee Kinnamon and a pledge form.  A pledge is 

simply a statement of intention of your giving to Calvary for the next calendar year and is a help as the Ves-

try ponders the operating budget for 2023.  If you need a pledge form, extras are available in the Narthex 

(main door entrance) and in the office hallway.  Join with Geri and me in joyfully, freely, sacrificially giving 

for God’s mission and ministry at and through Calvary.    

Fr. Richard 



Ladies’ Book Club 

The Calvary Women’s Book Club Dec. Christmas Party has been rescheduled due to the conflict with the 

Dec. 4 Community Christmas Concert at First Methodist.    The Book Club Christmas party will be Monday 

Dec. 12 at 5:00 PM at Elise Miller’s house, 133 Taylor Street, Americus, GA.  Please bring finger foods, sweets, 

or drinks.  Stick Miller has offered to provide rides to anyone who lives within five miles of their house.  

Please respond to Elise by email at elisemiller523@gmail.com or text her at 229-938-6206 to let her know if 

you will be coming, what you plan to bring, and if you would like for Stick to pick you up.  Parking in the 

backyard is preferable to parking on the street. 

Book Club members are encouraged to attend First Methodist’s Community Christmas Concert at 5:00 PM, 

Dec. 4  preformed by First Methodist Church Choir, GSW Concert Choir, Southwest Civic Chorus, the Alba-

ny Symphony, along with our own Julie Meggison. 

Thanks to all the Book Club members who have signed up to bake cookies for Calvary’s Shop with a Cop.  

Cookies may be dropped off in the church vestibule on Sunday Dec. 4 before the church service or dropped 

off in the office during the day Dec. 5 &  Dec. 6.  Please ring the bell at the door if the building is locked. 

 

Americus Beer and Hymns   

The world famous (in their own minds) Low Flying Angels will take a break in December.  They re-

turn in January to Pat’s Place for Americus Beer-N-Hymns—date to be announced. 



Diocesan Convention 
 
A couple of weeks ago, I had the privilege of attending the 201st Convention of the Diocese of Georgia with 

Fr. Richard and Bardin Hooks.  We sang hymns and prayed familiar prayers. What a comfort it is to be in a 

group of people who worship the way I do!  It was good to catch up with people I know from around the Di-

ocese – people I’ve met at past Conventions, people from CDI, priests who have served our congregation 

over the last ten years.  It had the feeling of a reunion. 

 

On Saturday, Bishop Logue preached about reality.  The reality of the Diocese is different now than it was 

prior to the pandemic.  Churches are struggling financially.  Attendance has fallen off.  He emphasized that 

while we struggle individually as a church, we are not alone.  Others are experiencing the same struggles. 

 

Calvary is struggling with a lack of attendance and outstanding pledges.  That is our reality at the moment.  

We did not have that struggle prior to the pandemic.  We lost the cohesion we had as a church family be-

cause we were pulled apart and mandated to isolate.  We are no longer under that mandate, but our attend-

ance at worship services and other church activities continues to suffer.   With just a little effort, we can 

change our reality back to what it was prior to the pandemic.  We continue to have our luncheons each 

month.  The Mustard Seed Thrift Store is open again.  The Ladies’ Book Club is meeting monthly.  Adult 

Christian Education is offered every Sunday.  We have a nursery Sunday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30 to allow 

parents to attend Adult Christian Education or come sing in the choir.  We are open and operating just as we 

were before the pandemic, but we need parishioners to be present, in body and spirit.  If we want our reality 

to change here at Calvary, we have to be the ones to make it change.  Please consider joining in one of the 

many activities that are offered here.  Please let us know what we can do to help you or others bring Calvary 

back to its vibrant self.  We can have our own reunion right here at Calvary!  

 

Donna 

Daily Prayer Online 

For those who wish to pray the Daily (Prayer) 

Offices from the Book of Common Prayer 

(Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, and/or Com-

pline), there are numbers of online resources that 

provide everything needed with a couple of clicks.  

Check out: ForwardMovement.org; go to Forward 

Day by Day tab, go to Daily Prayer tab.  Or check 

out missionstclare.com; click on ‘Morning and 

Evening Prayer;’ click on the picture. 

Holiday Schedule 

November 24—Thanksgiving Day—church office 

closed. 

 

December 24—Christmas Eve 

   7:00pm—Holy Eucharist 

           10:00pm—Holy Eucharist 

 

December 25—Christmas Day 

 10:30am—Holy Eucharist 

 

December 26—30—Church office closed 

 

January 2—Church office closed 

 

 



Wednesday Holy Eucharist 

 

We continue to offer the Holy Eucharist Wednesdays at 6:00pm.  On first Wednesdays we also have 

a simple supper at 6:30pm, followed by Fr. Richard’s class.  On December 7th Fr. Richard will lead a 

discussion comparing the Nativity stories in Matthew and Luke.  

Renovations Update 

The Ten stained glass windows removed for refurbishment are expected to be reinstalled be-

tween December 5th and 7th.   Removal and repair of the remaining ten windows (not including the 

large West Wall windows) will be discussed by the Vestry; such work would not begin until after 

Easter. 

We continue to troll for a qualified woodworking company to clean and apply proper finishing 

to the reredos (behind Altar), refurbish window frames inside and out, and repair soffit in several 

places. 

The Vestry has approved an initial landscape concept for a wall along the outdoor walkway on 

the north side of the office area.  Our consultant is working on two refinements for a detailed plan; 

we expect the revised plans presently. 

We are awaiting an estimate for new signposts for the recently refurbished signs on Lee Street 

and Brannon Ave (thank you Donna for repainting the signs).  The estimate will also be for other 

outdoor directional signs and interior directional signs. 

Our new electric contractor, Electrictek, continues to work on a cost-effective solution for the 

Nave, Chancel, Sanctuary light panel.  Improved lighting in the Chapel is also in the works. 

If you have previously pledged to the renovation capital campaign fund, please accept this gen-

tle reminder if you have not yet submitted your donation for 2022.  If you have not previously sup-

ported these efforts, your contribution will be most gratefully received.  Make checks to: Calvary 

Episcopal Church, noting it is for the renovations.  Thank you. 

Compline on Calvary’s Facebook Page 
 

We offer the nightly prayer service from the Pray-

er Book five evenings a week—Sunday through 

Thursday at 8:30pm.  Join us. 

Calvary’s Online Ministry 
 

We continue to offer our Sunday service online on 

our Facebook page.  Big thanks to Sr. Warden Sam 

Peavy and Matthew Kuipers (our digital guru) for 

producing the broadcasts every Sunday.  The ser-

vice can be found at https://www.facebook.com/

calvaryepiscopalamericus.   

 

And a big thanks to Paige Drinnon who will begin 

her ministry as a Calvary Live-streamer presently. 

 



Leading with Grace 
 

Leading with Grace (LWG) was formerly known as the Diocese of Georgia’s Church Development Institute 

(CDI). This change has been much more than in name only. During the pandemic, the CDI team and Dioce-

san Council collected feedback, reflected on our ten years of service, then considered that feedback, our own 

experiences, and societal shifts. All of this helped to create our new curriculum geared toward equipping 

clergy, vestry and lay leaders with the tools they need to enrich the lives of and in their parishes.   

 

Leading with Grace is now a one-year, four weekend program.  The four weekends are: (1) Building Rela-

tionships, inside and outside the parish; (2) Leadership Practices, for temporal affairs, vestries, and other 

leaders in the church; (3) Strategic Planning, for setting goals, envisioning change and growth, and finally (4) 

Conflict and Anxiety, and how to confront both while maintaining the parish's vision, goals, and the relation-

ships of its people.   

 

Each of the four weekends begins Friday evening at 5 PM . We open the weekend celebrating Eucharist and 

pray the Daily Office throughout our time together. Friday night, we enjoy social time with new and old 

friends from across the Diocese. Saturday, we finish up our work by 3:00 so that we can get home by dark.

(And by the way, the food at Honey Creek is the best!!!)   

 

Last year, fifty people—lay and clergy—from  around the Diocese participated in LWG. The feedback has 

been overwhelmingly positive, and a schedule for 2023, along with directions for registering, will be availa-

ble soon. Please think about being part of a team from Calvary! 

 

Trainers for 2023:  Rev. Guillermo Arbodella, Rev. Tar Drazdowski, Rev. June Johnson, Rev. Melanie Lem-

burg, Rev. Becky Rowell, Rev. Kelly Steele, and Carey Wooten.  

Worship Notes 

During Epiphany—this year January 15 through Febru-

ary 19—we will use the Rite I Liturgy in the Prayer Book 

(Rite 2 uses contemporary language; Rite I language is 

essentially that of the 1928 Prayer Book).  We do this be-

cause the ’28 American Prayer Book (and earlier ones) 

are part of our heritage.  The difference between heritage 

and a museum piece is that heritage continues to be ex-

perienced and informs the present and future. 

Lay Eucharistic VISITORS 
 

Fr. Richard wants to begin a new ministry at Calvary: Lay Eucharistic Visitors.  The name tells us 

what the ministry is.  Laypeople take Communion to someone who is ill, confined to their home, in 

a nursing facility.  This is done after worship on Sundays, using a form specifically written for that 

purpose.  Training is required to be part of this ministry; the training requires about 2 hours and is 

done by Fr. Richard.  We need at least four people; more is better.  Couples may perform this minis-

try together.  Please text or email Fr. Richard if you are called to be part of this ministry.    



Outreach Committee 
 
Galatians 5:13: “You, my sisters and brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge 

yourselves; rather, serve one another humbly in love.” 

 

Our parish has developed numerous and effective outreach projects this past year.  In our effort to reach out 

to assist those with need, we have enriched our Blessing Box (street side food pantry); given away 13 Food 

Lion gift cards once each month for a total of $3,900.00; participated with financial support and actual volun-

teer hours to the Community Service Ministry in Americus, which helps folk with rent, utility bills, etc.; 

Shop With a Cop (dinner for foster children sponsored by our City Police Department); CASA appreciation 

banquet for Foster Care Parents; GSW student dinner & educational class regarding our Labyrinth; Pop Top 

collection for the Macon Ronald McDonald House; a Grief Support group facilitated by Deacon Geri; Whole 

Truth Ministries Food Bank & Clothing Closet; the Sumter County Middle School Clothing Closet.  

 

Our most vital and consistent Outreach ministry has been our Mustard Seed Thrift Store, President Linda 

Kidd.  Our volunteers have raised money to support the Calvary Blessing Box, the Humane Society, Commu-

nity Service Ministries, the Sumter County Middle School Clothing Closet, Whole Truth International Minis-

tries Food Pantry and Clothing Closet. So far this year of 2022, the Mustard Seed Thrift Store has given away 

$9,000.00.  In addition, they have endowed an individual GSW student with $2,000.00 in honor of the Ray 

Holt Memorial Scholarship fund. 

 

These efforts are not done by one person.  The efforts include many volunteer hours of hard work, planning 

and investment of energy to the betterment of our Americus-Sumter County community.  Our hard working 

Outreach Committee: Linda Kidd, Tami Duke, Lorrie Johnston, Bethany Greeley, Elise Miller, Sandy Suddith, 

Carey Wooten, Joni Woolf, Julie Megginson, Sam Peavey, Kenneth Taylor, Patty Ferry, Jackie Merriman, Di-

anne Hall, with special guests Rev. Debra Monts, Mr. Clive Rainey, Mr. Philip Dalton.   

 

With 2022 shortly coming to a close, we will be electing new officers to our Outreach Committee.  Deacon 

Geri has served as our Chair these past two years and now it’s time for another fresh leader to recognize 

God’s call to step forward. We welcome anyone who is ready to serve our community along with us, please 

join us for our final organizing meeting of 2022, scheduled for Tuesday, December 13th, at 6:00pm in the 

Church Library. 

Don’t forget your 2022 commitment 

As of mid-November, we are over $23,000.00 behind in receiving contributions pledged to the parish for 

2022.  If you need to know the status of your pledge, call Parish Administrator Donna Becton at the Church 

Office, 229-924-3908, or email calvaryamericus@gmail.com. 

Calling all singers! 
“I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.” (Ps. 104:33) The 

Choir needs your voice! Whether you have sung in the Choir before or not, all are welcome to join 

us. We meet at 9:30 prior to the 10:30 service, and then a brief rehearsal following church. We will 

begin preparing Advent and Christmas music soon.  Contact our Choir Director, Julie Megginson 

(juliemegginson@yahoo.com) if you have any questions. 



Shop with a Cop 
 
How is the Calvary Family celebrating the Feast of St. Nicholas, December 6? 

 

In the most beautiful way possible: hosting a special 5:30 dinner with Santa 

and our guests:  30 area foster children, their guardians and city police. 

Shop with a Cop is a tradition Americus Police Chief Mark Scott has brought 

to the Georgia communities he has served, and 2022 is Calvary’s second year 

organizing the Americus celebration. 

 

Church members and friends, as well as those from our sister church, Whole Truth International Ministries, 

are providing the people power.  A project of our Outreach Committee and WTIM, we believe Shop with the 

Cop is something St. Nickolas would certainly approve.  Considered a saint since the 800s, St. Nicholas was a 

bishop known for his good deeds, especially for the needy and children. 

 

Our guests will meet our favorite nearby supply priest, Tar Drazowski, as the greeter.  Like the rest of the 

volunteers, she should be dressed in the spirit of Elfdom…in red or green or both! 

 

Restauranteur Debra Monts of Madea’s on Rucker Street, and the first lady of WTIM, is the kitchen captain, 

creating a meal of tacos, fruit juice and Christmas cookies. Prep cook Kinsey Kinnamon will be invaluable, 

handing over her apron to Tami and Ricky Duke will be also in the kitchen, with Deacon Geri and Bethany 

Greeley, the dinner chairwoman.  “I gladly volunteered to lead this event, because celebrating Jesus’s love of 

children is a grand and fun blessing!” said Greeley. Thanks for Grandma Jackie for getting the juice boxes.    

Following the meal, our young guests will meet the police officers at Walmart, and go Christmas shopping 

for their families.  The significant amount of money behind the shopping trip is a gift of the Americus Police 

Benevolence Fund. 

 

Our Table Servers are captained by Sandy Sudduth.  Thanks to Ethan Wolfe’s willingness to set up tables and 

chairs for 125, we will have a robust party. Thanks to Laura McConatha and Charlotte Cotton, pictures with 

Santa will be snapped and printed as souvenirs.    Thanks to Kenneth Taylor for captaining the clean up 

crew, assisted by Elise Miller.  Our book club members, matched by Elm Street Elf Lissa Marsh, will bake up-

wards of 30 dozen Christmas cookies for dessert. 

Diocesan Convention 
 

This year’s gathering saw the final approval of a major revision of the Diocese’s Consti-

tution and Canons, the election of clergy and laypeople to various offices in the Diocese, 

the election of Clergy and Lay Deputies to General Convention (the whole Church), 

2022 financial report and approval of the 2023 Diocesan Budget.  Especially important 

were the addresses of Bishop Logue and Canon Lasch to Convention.  I very strongly 

urge you to read these addresses on the Diocesan website: gaepiscopal.org; you will see 

a tab for News and Events, at which you will find the Bishop’s Address and his closing 

remarks in which the Rev. James Bolan Lawrence, rector at Calvary from 1905 to 1946 

figures prominently.  Canon Lasch’s remarks are also in the same place but inadvertent-

ly dated 2021—well worth the read. 



Book Club 

Thanks to Elise Miller for so generously offering to host us again at her lovely home at 133 Taylor Street for 

our Christmas Party which will be Monday Dec. 12 at 5:00 PM.  Please bring finger foods, sweets, or 

drinks.  Stick Miller has offered to provide rides to anyone who lives within five miles of their house.  Please 

respond to Elise by email at elisemiller523@gmail.com or text her at 229-938-6206 to let her know if you will 

be coming, what you plan to bring, and if you would like for Stick to pick you up.  Parking in the backyard 

is preferable to parking on the street. 

Calvary Christmas Tour of Homes, 2022 
 

This year, on Sunday afternoon, from 3pm-6pm, December 11th, Calvary Outreach Committee is sponsoring 

our very first Christmas Tour of Homes, as a fundraiser to endow two local organizations.  The Court Ap-

pointed Special Advocates (CASA) agency, and The Sumter County Middle School Clothing Closet are this 

years beneficiaries of the proceeds of this Tour. 

 

Tickets are $30.00 each, and $25.00 for students & those over 65 years of age.  The tickets are a great Christ-

mas gift for those whom you love and is a WONDERFUL new holiday tradition!  We hope to sponsor a 

Christmas Tour at least every other year!  You MUST turn in your ticket at Calvary on the afternoon of the 

Tour, and receive a red wrist band.  The Red Wrist Band is your entrance to the homes.  No wrist band, no 

entrance. 

 

There is also a lovely holiday wine & appetizer reception provided in Lawrence Hall, which is included in 

the price of your ticket. 

 

The following homeowners on our Tour this year have worked so hard to 

prepare their lovely historic homes for Christmas, and for welcoming us to 

see their amazing decorations!   

 

 

On Taylor & Brown Streets: 

Mr. Sam Peavey & Ms. Julie Megginson ~ 216 Brown Street 

Mr. & Mrs. Rod & Lynn Marchant ~ 128 Taylor Street 

Mr. & Mrs. “Stick” & Elise Miller ~ 133 Taylor Street 

Mr. George Hooks (Hayden & Barden as Hosts) ~ 145 Taylor Street 

Mr. & Mrs. John & Whitney Crisp ~ 155 Taylor Street 

 

On College & S. Lee Streets: 

Mr. & Mrs. Justin & Rachel Arnold ~  202 W. College Street 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles & Kim Christmas ~ 501 S. Lee Street 

Mr. & Mrs. Chet & Cindy Crowley ~ 605 S. Lee Street 

 

On W. Church Street: 

Mayor and Mrs. Lee & Karen Kinnamon ~ 303 W. Church Street  

mailto:elisemiller523@gmail.com

