
A Second Life 
 

 I was so blessed in 1975 when first exposed to the Episcopal Church, that the man who be-

came my mentor-priest instilled in me an appreciation for Lent.  For the last 48 years I have looked 

forward to and observed Lent with joy!  To some this may seem ridiculous, but it has been my ex-

perience.  For me, the key was and is having a right understanding of penance (and the closely re-

lated repentance and penitence), as I learned from Fr. John Goodrow. 

 To be penitent is to stop doing what brings sin, pain, and death into one’s life—and others’ 

lives—and practice the thoughts, words and actions that break the old patterns of living.  Penance 

undoes the power of the past and looks forward with hope to the new way of living in and for 

Christ.  This is crucially important: penance is not fixation on the past but the foundation of the fu-

ture.  As the Seventh Century spiritual master, John Climacus, wrote: Repentance is a contract with 

God for a second life. 

 Penance means both letting go of old, destructive thoughts and behaviors, and taking up 

positive, purgative thoughts and behaviors.  Therefore, Lent involves abstinence and action: leaving 

behind what keeps us from living in and for Christ and doing what draws us closer to living in and 

for Christ.   

 Some practical advice:  pray for guidance.  God is calling you to some abstinence and some 

action in Lent.  As for abstinence what are you sick and tired of: what compulsive thinking, speak-

ing, or acting is toxic to your life in Christ?  To what new or neglected action is God calling you?  

Seek God’s wisdom and will.  Pray fervently; listen with the ear of your heart.  It is always helpful 

to seek out a soul friend, someone whose judgment you trust and receive God’s wisdom through 

her or him. 

 Second: there is no express lane.  Amendment is God’s ways and wisdom lived day-by-day 

in every relationship and environment.  Putting down our former futile ways and living God’s de-

sires for us and others in the rough and tumble of everyday life, takes time. 

 Next, press on when you stumble or fail.  Abandoning the struggle with self allows us to 

avoid what is challenging and difficult.  Spiritual maturity takes the long view, is patient especially 

with oneself.  The spiritually mature trust God more than their own fleeting moods or need for con-

trol and instant comfort. 

 Last, be intentional in worship.  To that end prepare yourself with mind-full intentionality 

and with deep prayer before worship.  There is a pamphlet in the Narthex to assist you.  During 

worship, there is a word, a thought, a sight that God will give you every minute, if you patiently 

prepare and want to gratefully receive it. 

 Lent is here: be joyful!  Repent.  Everyday recommit yourself to the second life God is giving 

you. 

             Fr. Richard 



Calvary’s Online Ministry 

We continue to offer our Sunday service 

online on our Facebook page.  Big thanks to 

Sam Peavy, Matthew Kuipers, and Paige 

Drinnon for producing the broadcasts every 

Sunday. 

Daily Prayer Online 
 

For those who wish to pray 

the Daily (Prayer) Offices 

from the Book of Common 

Prayer (Morning Prayer, 

Evening Prayer, and/or Com-

pline), there are numbers of 

online resources that provide 

everything needed with a 

couple of clicks.  Check out: ForwardMove-

ment.org; go to Forward Day by Day tab, go to 

Daily Prayer tab.  Or check out mis-

sionstclare.com; click on ‘Morning and Evening 

Prayer;’ click on the picture. 

Wednesdays in Lent:  

March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 

Lenten Book Study: Be-

ginning to Pray, by Fr. 

Anthony Bloom 

 

(The book is readily 

available online.) 

6:00 pm   Celebration of Holy Eucharist; 

Anointing with Oil and Pray-

ers for Healing 

6:30 pm   Simple Lenten Soup, Salad, 

Bread Supper Americus Beer and Hymns 
 

Although we have had 

some personnel changes, 

and Covid and other fac-

tors have complicated the 

schedule, we remain com-

mitted to sharing God’s love through music 

outside the parish with those who might not 

otherwise attend any Church.  Keep your eyes 

on the weekly announcements for upcoming 

dates at Pat’s Place.  

Compline on Calvary’s Facebook Page 

We offer the nightly prayer service from the Prayer Book five evenings a week—

Sunday through Thursday at 8:30pm.  Join us. 

Annual Meeting / New Bylaws: 
   
One important result of our January 29 gathering was the unanimous passage of up-to-date, com-

prehensive Bylaws for the governance of the parish.  We are now in compliance with Georgia State 

Law for non-profit entities.  The Bylaws also make provisions for situations not addressed in the 

former Bylaws (e.g., filling unexpired Vestry terms).  We made the new Bylaws readily available 

before and at the Annual Meeting.  If you would like a hardcopy, they are available through the 

Parish Office.  Big thanks to Bardin Hooks and Sam Peavey who diligently worked on the revision. 



Renovations Update 

 
 Removal and repair of the remaining 

ten windows (not including the large West 

Wall windows) will begin the day after Easter, 

April 10.  It is expected the refurbishment will 

take about 6 months. 

 We continue to troll for a qualified 

woodworking company to clean and apply 

proper finishing to the reredos (behind Altar), 

refurbish window frames inside and out, and 

repair soffit in several places. 

 The Vestry has approved an initial 

landscape concept for a wall along the out-

door walkway on the north side of the office 

area.  We are awaiting estimates. 

 We are awaiting installation of new 

signposts for the recently refurbished signs on 

Lee Street and Brannon Ave (thank you Don-

na for repainting the signs).  New outdoor di-

rectional signs and interior directional signs 

will also be installed. 

 Our new electric contractor, Electric-

tek, has successfully installed a new lighting 

panel for the Church lights.  New lighting for 

the Chapel is installed.  Presently the ‘upper’ 

ceiling lights in the Nave will be converted to 

LED and new lighting will be added to the 

Chancel. 

 We are in the ‘homestretch’ of paying 

off our mortgage.  We hope to be able to ‘burn 

the mortgage’ when Bishop Logue makes his 

visitation to Calvary in November.  If you 

have not previously supported these efforts, 

your contribution will be most gratefully re-

ceived.  If you have completed your commit-

ment to the Capital Campaign would you 

prayerfully consider joining Geri and me, and 

others, in giving an additional gift?  Make 

checks to: Calvary Episcopal Church, noting it 

is for the renovations.   

 

Thank you. 

Organ plaster  
and woodwork  
repaired. 

Chapel plaster repaired and lights  installed. 

Children’s Programming 

A meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 

13 at 5:30 in the Parish Hall to discuss chil-

dren's programming for infants through fifth 

grade, including Sunday plans and upcoming 

Parish events. Please join us if you are inter-

ested in volunteering for this ministry or have 

children in this age group and would like to 

offer ideas for programming.  



Worship Notes 
 

Beginning Ash Wednes-

day (February 22) we re-

turned to our normal 

practice of Rite 2 for all 

services.  In Lent, we use some different 

forms for worship as provided by the Book of 

Common Prayer.  As an example, a 

“Penitential Rite” begins the Liturgy: this in-

cludes recitation of the Decalogue (10 Com-

mandments), confession of sins, absolution, 

and singing the Kyrie (“Lord, have mercy).  

Such variations in worship are intentional, 

reminding us that Lent is not ‘business as 

usual.’  In Lent, we are called to focus anew 

and rededicate ourselves to conversion in 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Friday, March 3, and Friday, March 

31, at 6:00pm for fried fish, fries, coleslaw & 

hush puppies.  Plates are $10 per person.  You 

may eat in or take out.  Reservations required. 

EASTER BRUNCH and EGG HUNT– 

Sunday, April 9, 9:30 AM-  

 

Please bring finger foods to share before the 

10:30 AM service; The children can partici-

pate in an Easter Egg Hunt! 

Inquiring minds want to know!   
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of 

Calvary and the Episcopal Church, if you simp-

ly want to know more about the Episcopal 

Church, if you are Episcopal and want a 

'refresher course,' we have just what you 

need.  Fr. Richard and Deacon Geri invite you to 

come to their home at 724 S. Lee Street at 12:00 

noon on Sunday, March 12, for a preliminary 

gathering of inquirers, seekers, and the curi-

ous.  Lunch will be part of our time togeth-

er.  Please RSVP to  

FrRichard388@gmail.com or  

glnelson609@gmail.com  

or by text: 912-655-8017 or 912-844-4888.  If you 

want to be part but cannot make the gathering, 

same contact information. 

Spring forward March 12! 
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Mustard Seed Thrift Store 

 

The Mustard Seed Thrift Store has proved to be one of Calvary’s most enduring ministries. Begun in 

March 2011, the ministry has attracted a faithful following of regular customers, many of whom 

show up every Saturday to browse our wares and visit friends. It is a real gift of ministry that our 

volunteers have become friends with those who shop here. 

 

We are always in need of your things—some things more than others. We desperately need small 

furniture items – side tables for the living room, bedroom or den; comfortable chairs for reading or 

watching TV; small and medium size lamps; nice bedspreads that double as quilts; book cases and 

shelving. Sadly, we are overstocked with books. They do not sell well and we often must give 

aways large quantities to make room for more. Books do not sell well. 

 

Easter is coming, so children’s Easter egg baskets, dried floral arrangements in pretty vases, baskets 

for adults to decorate for the season—use your imagination and bring whatever you believe will be-

come a cherished household item for one of our Saturday shoppers. 

 

The Mustard Seed has provided thousands of dollars in support of a variety of community minis-

tries ever since we opened, a dozen years ago. Your donations have made this possible.  

Sales for 2022 were $8182.75.  That combined with our 2022 beginning balance of over $5000 al-

lowed us to give over $9000 to various organizations in the community, as well as add additional 

monies to the Raye Holt Scholarship fund.  The recipients for 2022 were as follows: 

 

 • Whole Truth Ministries    $ 500 

 • SAMA      $2000 

 • Sumter Humane Society    $1000 

 • Calvary Blessing Box    $2500 

 • Sumter Co Middle School Clothing Closet $2000 

 

Please continue to support this unique ministry, making a difference in our home town.  

 

YOUTH GROUP 

They are officially meeting Sundays from 5pm- 

6:30pm in the Parish Hall! All youth ages 6th - 12th 

grades are welcome!! Dinner will be provided. To 

follow all things to do with Calvary Youth, sign up 

for the REMIND messages by texting @youthcalv to 

81010. Or you can contact Sarah Brittany Greneker 

at sbgreneker@gmail.com  
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